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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the ianguage, this report is based on 

IS the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the InternationaJ application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the International application (urrder Rute 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) andbr 55.3(a)) 

2, With regard to the elements^ of the intemational application, tfils report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been famished to the receiving Office in respmse to m invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed** and are not annexed to this r^)ort)r.. 

Description, Pages 

1 '27 as origlnaUy filed 

CtaimSr NumtMfs 

1-49 filed with telefax on 30.04.2006 



Drawings, Sheets 

1M-4M as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andbr any related tafc)le(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. IS The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 
IS the claims, Nos. 50-52 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the anriendnr^ts annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Suppfemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (^pacify): 

If item 4 applies, same or all of these sheets may he marked "supez-sedad. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-estabJIshnmit of opinion with ragvtf to nov»lty^ inventive step and fnduetriai 
appiicablitty 



1 , The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an Inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industriaUy applicable have not been exafr^ned in respect of: 

□ the entire international applicatton, 
^ claims Nos. 38-49 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination f$pm^): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indkMe particular etfamenls below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify)'. 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos, are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed (specify). 

^ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 38-49 

□ a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the 
prescribed time limit 

r 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary 
Examining Authority in a form and manner accepltfl>ie to it. 

□ furnish a sequence listing In electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C 
of the Administrative Instructions, and such listing wnts not available to the International Pretiminary 
Examining Authority in a form and manner accepiabte to it. 

□ pay the required late furnishing fee for the fumtshing of a sequence listing In response to an 
invitation under Rules 13fer.1(a) or (b) and 13ter.2. 

□ a meanin^ul opinion could not be fonned without the tatries related to the sequence listings; \Ym applicant 
did not, within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables In electronic form complying with the technical 
requirements provided for in Annex C-d/s of the Admif^M^tive Instructions, and such tables were not 
availabte to the International Preliminary Examining Ai#K>rity in a form and manner acceptable to it* 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andA:>r amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not 
comply with the technicaJ requirements provided for in Annex C-tris of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for furti>er details 
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Box No. V ReMoiHMl aftatomant umlar Articia dS^} wtm raoard to novelty^ invantiva atap or induatrial 
applicabiHty; citattona and axj^tonailona aupporBng ayifti ataiamant 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Cteiims 



1-37 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-37 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-37 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
aaa aeparata ahaat 
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Re Item ill 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novetty, inventive step and Industrial 
applicability 

Claims 38-49 relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered 
by the provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCX, namely to methods for treatment of the 
human or animal body by therapy. Consequently, no opinion will be fomiulated 
with respect to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability of the subject- 
matter of these claims (Article 34(4)(a)(i}). 

In particular, independent method claim 38 includes medical treatment steps liice 
coupling a patient to a rehaisiiitation system and performing a rehabilitation 
activity, the purpose and ine^bie effect beir^g therapeutic, namely rehabilitation 
of lost limb control. 

Re Item V 

Reasofisd statement with regard to novelty, Incentive step or indusb-ial 
appf icability; citations and explanations sup|W«ting such statement 

I. Documents 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: JP 02 102652 A; 

D1 ■: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 014, no. 306 (C-0735), 3 July 1990 

(English abstract of 01 ); 
D2: US-A-5 397 865: 
D3: US-A-5 846 086; 
D4: EP-A-0 304 538; 
D5: JP 2002 127058 A; 

D5': PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2002. no. 09, 4 September 2002 

(English abstract of D5); 
D6: JP 2003 164544 A; 

D6': PATENT ABSTl^CTS OF JAPAN voi. 2003, no. 10, 8 October 2003 
(English abstract of D6). 

IL Requirements of Article 6 POT - Clarity 

1 . According to claim 1 , the rehabilitation apparatus comprises a sensor adapted to 
sense a movement of a motion support element which latter Is adapted to support 
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a motion of a part of a human, and a ccmtrcMer adapted to modify a generator 
provided rhythmic audio In accordance wtti the sensed movement. As a 
consequence, it is not ctear how such an apparatus could be suitable for a patient 
who is completejy unable to control the Hmb, and thus to actively move the limb, 
as mentioned in the description, page 1 1 , lines 1,2. 

Further, several examples mentioned in ttm description do not necessarily 
comprise an audio generator, or do not coirotate audio and movement, and thus' 
are not covered by independent claim 1: See e.g. page 10, lines 15, 16; page 18, 
lines 10-12; page 24, lines 1-10 (congelation between movement and "points" 
instead of audio). 

2, According to claim 1 , the controller is adaii^ed to control the generator of audio to 
generate riiythmic audio timed to a stored cMred movement. However, it is 
neither clear if the features "correctness*' and "error" as mentioned in claims 13-17 
are related to that stored desired movement (see especially claim 15: is the 
''stored plan" Identical to the "stored desfrad movement"?), nor which additional 
structural features (of. first sentence of Rule 6.4(a) PCT) of the apparatus should 
be defined by these claims. 

A plurality of dependent claims ts totally vaQue and thus likewise leaves the reader 
in doubt which additional structural feature are intended to be claimed. FurHier, 
numerous claims attempt to define the taivenlion in terms of a result to be 
achieved, rather than defining the stnusturat technical features that are necessary 
to achieve the stated result (Article 6 PCT; PCT International Search and 
Preliminary Exsumination Guidelines 5*35). See especially claims 20*29, 31, 34. 

Requirements of Article 33(2), (3) TOT - Mo¥elty / Inventive step 

Document D6, which is regarded as b^ng the closest prior art to the subject- 
matter of claim 1 , discloses (see esp. Figs. 1 , 2) (the references in parentheses 
applying to this document): 

A rehabilitation apparatus, comprising: 

at least one motion support element (handle (6)) adapted to support a motion of a 
part of a human; 



ill. 

1, 
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at least one sensor adapted to sense a movement and generate a movement 
signal of said at least one motion support element (force sensor at the lower end 
of (6), see [0013], [0014]); 
a generator of audio (see [0017]); and, 

a controller in communication with said generator and said at least one sensor, 
sak:! controller adapted to: 

control said generator of audio to generate rfiytiimic audio timed to a stored 
desired movement of scud human (see [0012], [001 7], claim 1 ); and 
receive said sensed movement signal from eaid at least one sensor. 

Due to the provision that the controller is adapted to modify the generator provided 
rhythmic audio in accordance with said sensed movement signal, the rehat»litation 
effect of the apparatus is improved. 

In the aFH^ratus known from D6 the sensor is used only to start movement of tfie 
apparatus in the back or forth direction. Once the patient is walking, walk is 
continued with the help of rtiythrrik; audio. However, the rhythm of the audio is not 
changed. On the contrary, even if the patient e^splies a much stronger force on the 
handle, the fixed speed of the apparatus, wf^h is set beforehand, is maintained 
(see e.g. claim 1 and [0014]). Thus, D6 teaches away from the claimed subject- 
matter. The other available prior art Hkewiee €k>4i» not contain any hint to provkje a 
controller that is adapted to modify the thythmc generator provided audio in 
accordance with the sensed movement signal. 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of dtum 1 is considered not only as being 
novel (Article 33(2) PCT), but also as Involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) 
PCT). 

2. Claims 2-37 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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